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IA beacon

M any thanks to...

Principal Duncan: For his endless vision, humor, kindness 
and dedication. Whether it’s rolling up his sleeves to 
clean cafeteria tables alongside his custodians, working 
1:1 with students on academic support or joining a 
student playing alone at a ping pong table, he leads by 
example by inspiring his student, faculty and community.  

Dr. Gingrich: Makes Shakespeare fun!  My son has never 
enjoyed ELA more. He inspires his students to engage 
and instills a love of learning.

Cheryle Lewis: She is a great support to students and 
teachers. She takes on tasks with a “Let’s get it done” 
attitude and doesn’t shy away from a challenge. 

Pam Whit lock: Pam jumped right in to help administer tests 
in the Testing Center last Friday. Her involvement made 
checking in our students run smoothly and quickly! 

Kim Carr: Kim has gone above and beyond assisting us 
in the eXchange! She’s quick to jump in with ideas, be 
a thought partner, assist students through a variety of 
questions or concerns, and challenges students and staff 
to think outside the box. Her true light shines when she 
helps our students in the creation process. She’s patient 
while also reminding students about expectations. I don’t 
know what we would do without her!

Ginny Berkemeier: Thank you with all of  your help with 
everything TAG and science. You are an amazing 
colleague and friend!

S tudents and parents are invited to join the fun! If  you 
would like to give a Shout OUT to a teacher or staff 

member, please Click Here.

C lubs have officially launched! 
You could feel the buzz in the 

air as students met with sponsors 
and like-minded students.

Raghav Javangula, tenth grade
“I have been playing table tennis 
since f ifth grade. I dropped it 
for a while and picked it back 
up when I started at IA. I have 
enjoyed meeting people and have 
some competitive fun!”

Jordan Mackey, ninth grade
“The first meeting of 

the BSU (Black Student 
Union) was terrif ic. 

We are making plans 
to do community 

service, outreach and 
will provide a safe 
place for students. I 

am looking forward to being an active member.”

Logan Resch, tenth grade“We hit the 
ground running with planning 
the Fall Ball! We are excited for 
what the future holds and the new 
event traditions we are going to 
start at IA!”

Student Voice

Student support team

Tuesday students were given 
information during their Tesla 

time to help them navigate the 
PSAT exam.  We wanted to share 
the information we shared with 
our students Preparing for the 
PSAT with our parents to help you 
understand the ins and outs of  the 
PSAT exam, when to expect test 
scores, and where test scores can 
be accessed.   

W e encourage all of  our students 
to setup a CollegeBoard 

account so that they will be able 
to see their scores when they 
are returned.  This is also where 
they will access all SAT, and AP 
exam scores.  Many teachers are 
working with students to setup 
their collegeboard accounts but 
if  your child hasn’t, you can go 
to https://www.collegeboard.
org/ .  It is very important that 
the information is the student’s 
information and not the parents. 

Upcoming Dates

October 1:   Cohort A + Engineering

Spotlight on

Celebrate IA Student Celebrate IA Faculty

Mrs. Hydi Kalmin  has 
been supporting 

students for 11 years. 
“As a counselor, 
I love getting to 
not only work 
individually with 
students to support 
them, but working 
closely with my 
administrator and 
teachers to support 
all students.” 
During the day, she 

focuses on helping students help themselves. 
“I am more solution-focused in my approach 
to counseling and try to teach students self-
advocacy, while offering support.” After hours, 
she enjoys her family and spinning on her 
Peloton bike. On a lighter side, she does not 
enjoy tomatoes!

Nyneishia Janarthanan has 
many interests. She 

plays violin and was a 
f inalist in All State 2021, 
sings Carnatic music, and 
enjoys cultural festivities. 
“I enjoy dressing in Indian 
traditional attire and 
celebrating our culture.” 
The sophomore came to IA 
to pursue new options. “IA stood out to me 
because it was a public STEM school. I am 
thinking about being part of  the medical 
community in the future.” At school, 
Janarthanan is a member HOSA, Student 
Council and Orchestra. “I am looking 
forward to participating in competitions 
through HOSA and continuing my 
involvement in Student Council and music.”

N ine-week grades are being inputted 
now and mark the half-way point 
of the semester. This is a great 

time to converse with your student to 
ensure they are on track with their ac-
ademic goals and are taking advantage 
of the many supports that IA offers.

A lpharetta is hosting “Wire & Wood” 
festival this weekend and will be 
closing several roads Friday (10/8) 

afternoon, be prepared for increased 
congestion and re-routing if you pick-
up your child. 

P lease note that students have no 
school Oct. 11th & 12th. When they 
return on Wednesday, they will 

take the PSAT, Thursday is normal with 
club meetings and all students will 
report to school on Friday 10/15 for a 
normal day of classes (no Flex Friday).  
Thank you for your continued support 
and please join the PTSO.

October 15:  NO FLEX FRIDAY
           Normal School Day

October 13: PSAT Day

PSAT Day

Who?  All 9th – 10th grade students are registered 
to test. Any student who comes to school on 10/13 

will be expected to take the test. All faculty/staff  will 
be proctoring and monitoring the test. 

What? PSAT- “Preliminary SAT test.” It is not a 
mandatory test, but it is a highly encouraged 

opportunity for interested students as the cost for 
testing is being covered by county and state funds. 

When? Wednesday, October 13th. Students should 
arrive to campus as a normal start day but have 

the option to leave early using the FLEX Friday 
checkout slip no earlier than 1:00 pm. Students who 
have College Board approved accommodations and 
receive extended time may have a later testing period, 
and that will extend their release time. 

H ow? Face-to-face exam only.  

E xtra: Lunch will be grab-and-go.  

S tudents should bring:

      2 Number 2 Pencils (no mechanical pencils) 
A four- function calculator. No calculators with

     a keyboard are permitted. We will not provide
     calculators for students. 

Buses will run at their normal dismissal time.

A fter the test is complete students will have 
monitored study hall. 

P lease f ill this form out to help us for planning 
purposes. 

October 8:  Cohort B + Health Care

October 24: Cohort C + IT

Step UP

H ello parents,
Life is slowly returning to normal, and we 

are beginning to see club sponsored over-
night conferences begin to open up for face- 
to-face events. Our Future Health Profes-
sionals (HOSA) club will be attending their 
first overnight conference in November. If 
you would like to join us as a chaperone for 
these events, there is a procedure. Please 
see the attached link and get started on that 
process as soon as possible. If you have al-
ready done this in the past two years, please 
notify the front office, so that we can get 
our list of available chaperones started and 
available to our club leaders and teachers.

https://www.fultonschools.org/Page/3002

October 30: Fall Ball

check it out

Don’t miss the opportunity to recognize 
your IA student(s) as a founding 

member of our school. We are offering 
you the chance 
to celebrate ALL 
students in the 
yearbook! For more 
information go to 
iayearbook.com. 
Community/HOA 
ads are welcome to 
participate as well!

October 11:  Columbus Day!
October 12: FCS Teacher Work Day

Dance it up

P lans for the FALL BALL continue to evolve. 
Student Council is putting together a week 

of fun that includes dress-up days, a student 
soccer game, scarecrow building, and much 
more! Tickets are on sale via the school-web-
site. You can purchase a ticket  for your 
student until October 29. Students are able to 
bring one non-IA student (high school age). 
All Attendees must adhere to FCS student 
behavior expectations. It is going to be a great 
night! Please get your tickets now. 

https://forms.office.com/r/zM51AYhC1b
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/moranw_fultonschools_org/Ea8EGNYEsXBOmJkZqiGagn0ByIFZMh-9BCUNG0xqEY7lUg?e=PDQPaN
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/moranw_fultonschools_org/Ea8EGNYEsXBOmJkZqiGagn0ByIFZMh-9BCUNG0xqEY7lUg?e=PDQPaN
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.fultonschools.org/Page/24515
https://www.fultonschools.org/Page/24515
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mLHcDGmBcEu6n9p-O6cAwvUhY1MpbNhKibWQy66vqJRUMUVRMFkzMlJINEExUVlHNEpBVUJSS0Y0MS4u
https://www.fultonschools.org/Page/3002 
http://www.iayearbook.com/
https://osp.osmsinc.com/FultonGA/BVModules/ProductTemplates/Bvc2013/Product.aspx?productid=EN023-11

